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i^eryl Bonfield, back in Ausfralia« Tha single-engina Procior which flew her from London.

IF  y o u ’ve n e v e r  m e t a P ro c to r  IIT, 
th in k  of a n  eag le  b esid e  th e  S k y - 
m a s te rs  o r C o n ste lla tio n s o r L a n 

c a s tr ia n s  you  h a v e  seen buzzing  
across th e  sky ; a n  eag le  w ith  w ooden  
w ings, one eng ine , s to rag e  space fo r  
ju s t  40 gallons of p e tro l, a n d  a  te n 
d en cy  to  b e  g ree ted  w ith  “Oh, I  say, 
h a v e n ’t  you p ra n g e d  yet?** b y  b reezy  
R A F  ty p es  in  d e se r t oi^tposts.

B ecause  th a t  w ill  g ive  you  a  fai*: 
p ic tu re  of th e  p la n e  th a t  b ro u g h t 
so ft-v o iced  B e ry l B onfield  a n d  tw o  
A u s tra lia n  e x -a irm e n  fro m  L ondon  
b a c k  hom e; in  a  ro u n d a b o u t t r ip  th a t  
la s te d  e x ac tly  five w eek s, took  in  a  
w a r , a n  acc id en t, a  s to p -o v e r  in  a 
M a h a ra ja h ’s pa lace , an d  a few  o th er, 
to  q u o te  B ery l, “a sso rted  in c id en ts .”

T h e  b a ck g ro u n d  th a t  led  u p  to  a ll 
th is  fo r h e r  h a d n ’t b een  an  u n e v e n t
fu l  one, e ith e r. B o rn  in  S ydney  35 
y e a rs  ago (35 y ea rs  th a t  d o n ’t  show  
in  lig h t b ro w n  eyes, re d -b ro w n  h a ir )  
sh e  h ad  fo u r  y e a rs  a t  S y d n ey  H os
p ita l, th e n  d id  a n  O b ste tric s  an d  
T re ss illian  n u rs in g  course. E q u ip p ed  
w ith  th e  th re e  n u rs in g  ce rtif ica te s  
a n d  a w ish  “to  h e lp  people  w h e re  
h e lp  w as sca rce ,” she le f t fo r M arb le  
B a r  in  W este rn  A u s tra lia — w h ere  
th e  th e rm o m e te r  o ften  re g is te rs  oyer 
100 deg rees fo r w eeks on en d — and, 
w ith  a n o th e r  s is te r, r a n  th e  A u s
t r a l ia n  In la n d  M ission’s h o sp ita l 
th e re  fo r  som e y ears .

W hen  th e  w a r  cam e in  1939 B ery l 
jo in e d  th e  A A N S ( th e  A u s tra lia n  
A rm y  N u rse s’ S e rv ice ) a n d  w e n t as 
a  s is te r  to  th e  M idd le  E ast, w h e re  she 
was s ta tio n e d  for 16 months with the

9th  D ivision. A fte r  a  sh o rt le av e  in  
S y d n ey  she w as oi¥ again , th is  tim e  
to  N ew  G u inea , a n d  a f te r  a b o u t 12 
m o n th s in  P o r t  M oresby  w e n t on to 
th e  base h o sp ita l a t  L ae. B ack  to 
S y d n ey  again , th e n  s ix  m o n th s  in  
B orneo  and , a f te r  th e  w a r, to  J a p a n  
■— “w h e re  th e  scenery , e sp ec ia lly  in  
au tu m n , is w o n d e rfu l”— a n d  w h e re  
she sp en t 16 m onths.

F in a lly  hom e, an d , she th o u g h t, 
w ith  tra v e ls  fa r  b eh in d  h e r, B e ry l 
se ttled  in to  C oncord  R e p a tr ia tio n  
H o sp ita l— b u t n o t fo r  long. H e r 
y o u n g er s is te r  N ea, u n h a p p y  a t  th e  
th o u g h t of th e  long jo u rn e y  to  E n g 
la n d  to  jo in  h e r  n av a l-o ffic e r fiance, 
aslj:ed B ery l to  go w ith  h e r. P ack in g  
h e r  tru n k s  w ith  lo n g -p ra c tise d  skill, 
she w en t.

She Feels Homesick
T h a t w as  in  th e  m id d le  of la s t 

y e a r , a n d  a f te r  h e lp in g  N ea get 
ca lm ly  a n d  b e a u tifu lly  th ro u g h  h e r  
w edding  an d  th e  f la t-se ttlin g -in  p ro 
cess, she got h e r  bags to g e th e r  ag a in  
fo r a w o n d erfu l, w h ir lw in d  to u r  of 
S co tland , W ales, an d  th e  C o n tin en t 
— a to u r  th a t  took  h e r  th ro u g h  H o l
lan d , S w itz e rla n d  an d  F ran ce , b u t 
le ft h e r  fee ling  “s lig h tly  h o m esick ” 
a n d  w ith  h e r  m in d  m ade  up  to  come 
hom e ju s t  as soon as she could.

“B ut, of course, i t  w a sn ’t  as easy  
as th a t ,” she sm iled  (s ittin g  in  m y 
ro u tin e  office an d  h o ld in g  a sn a k e - 
sk in  bag  she b o u g h t in  In d ia , w e a r 
ing a  m ag n ificen t cam eo fro m  R om e). 
“T h e re  w as no  hope of book ing  m y 
passage in the normal way for

m o n th s  to  com e, an d  I  w as fee ling  
v e ry  d re a ry  w h en  I w a lk ed  in to  A u s
t r a l ia  H ouse one d ay  to  look a t  th e  
n o tic e -b o a rd  there.. E v e ry  A u s tra lia n  
w h o ’s b een  to  L ondon  k n o w s th a t  
b o a rd . O n it  a re  p in n ed  m essages 
a n d  no tices an d  le tte rs , a n d  you  a l 
w ay s go th e re  w o n d erin g  if y o u ’ll 
see som eth in g  fro m  som ebody you  
k n o w ; w a n d e rin g  p a s t I saw  a no tice  
th a t  w e n t som eth ing  lik e  th is :

A n y b o d y  w illin g  to h e lp  fly
P ro c to r  I I I  hom e con tac t M r,
B row n . £150st. needed . A pp ly
e a rly  J a n u a ry .”
A n d  B ery l, th o u g h  i t  w as  long 

p as t J a n u a ry , w ho  h a d  no k n o w 
ledge  of flying, co n tac ted  M r, B ro w n ; 
w ho  e v e n tu a lly  ca lled  on h e r , a  lean , 
d a rk  young  m an  w ith  a  ty p ic a l e x -  
R A A F  m o u stach e . S tra n d e d  in  L o n 
d o n  h im se lf  (h e ’d ’ com e o v er fro m  
D ubbo,- NSW , to  t ry  to  jo in  th e  B e r 
lin  a i r  lift, b u t  h a d  b een  u n a b le  to  
do so) Ia n  B ro w n  h a d  b o u g h t th e  
P ro c to r  fro m  A ir F o rce  d isposals, a n d  
n ow  w an ted , h e  to ld  B ery l, tw o  m e n  
w ith  som e fly in g  ex p erien ce  a n d  th e  
n ecessa ry  m oney , to  h e lp  ta k e  h e r  
b a c k  to  A u stra lia . H e w as so rry , b u t 
h e  d id n ’t th in k  a w om an  cou ld  s ta n d  
up  to  th e  tr ip .

B ery l sa id  c e rta in ly  she could ; she 
w as a  n u rse , sh e ’d b een  in  th e  A rm y, 
an d  she w as su re  she cou ld  b e  of 
som e he lp . A n d  a f te r  a  lo t of p le a d 
ing  a n d  d o w n rig h t a rg u in g  on th e  
m a tte r , Ia n  sa id  yes; so, w ith  a n o th e r  
e x -a irm a n , H a rry  S m ith , of S y d n ey  
(H a rry , s tu d y in g  en g in ee rin g  a t  
S y d n ey  U n iv e rs ity , h a d  w o rk e d  h is
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When Australian nurse Beryl Bonfield was in London, ond wanted to come home, she took tha 
first transport available—“a wooden plane with one engine." This is the story of her journey.

w ay  to  L ondon  in  th e  eng ine-room  
oi a sh ip  in  h is v aca tion , and  w an ted  
to get hom e in a h u r ry ) ,  th ey  p lan n ed  
th e ir  ro u te — w ith  Ian  as p ilo t, H a rry  
as n av ig a to r, and  B ery l as g u a rd ian  
of th e  h ea lth  and  g en e ra l he lper.

W hich  b rin g s m e b a c k  to th a t  open 
in g  p a ra g ra p h  ab o u t a w ooden  eagle 
. . . an d  th e ir  jo u rn ey . . . .

W ith  v acc in a tio n s  over, v isas 
a rra n g e d , goodbyes said , a n d  a f te r  
m an y  de lays (one w h en  an  e x u b e r 
a n t a irm a n  leap in g  fro m  a la rg e  
p lan e  p u t h is  foo t th ro u g h  th e  w ing  
of P ro c to r)  th e y  ta x ie d  off from  
C roydon  A irp o rt on F e b ru a ry  th is 
y ea r, an d  a rr iv e d  in  F ran ce  th e  sam e 
d ay . F ro m  th e n  on th e ir  tr ip  b eg an  
th e  p a tte rn  it w as  to  fo llow — sh o rt 
hops from  tow n  to  tow n, from  coun 
t r y  to  coun try , m ad e  n ecessa ry  by  
th e  n eed  fo r co n stan t re fu e llin g  ( r e 
m em b er a P ro c to r  on ly  c a rrie s  40 
g a llo n s); w ith  o v e rn ig h t stops a t som e 
p laces, sev era l d ay s a t o th e rs  th a t 
h a d  special s ig h t-see in g  appeal; w ith  
b re a k fa s t on th e  g round , a m ak esh ift 
lunch  in  th e  sky, and  d in n e r  on the  
g ro u n d  again ; w ith  w o n d e rfu l h o s 
p ita lity  ev e ry w h ere , and , in E urope, 
H a rry  g e ttin g  th em  th ro u g h  a irp o rt 
officials w ith  a flow of F ren ch ; w ith  
B ery l in  h eav y  w oollen  slacks,, two 
sw eate rs , and  an  overcoat, try in g  to 
k eep  w arm  in  a p lan e  w ith  no h e a t 
ing— and  h e r  face  c lean  w ith  cold 
c ream , because  th e  w a te r  w as too 
cold to use.

“I d id n ’t w o rry  ab o u t th e  tro u se rs  
th o u g h ,” said  B ery l, “even  in  Rom e, 
w h ere  th e re  w ere  so m any  b e a u tifu l 
w om en, b e a u tifu lly  d ressed , so m any  
new  cars, so m an y  w o n d e rfu l shops, 
a n d  so m uch  food; u n til  w e a rr iv e d  
in  G reece— th e  cap ita l, A thens, to  be 
e x a c t— an d  I w as d rag g ed  off to  a 
v e ry  fo rm a l p a r ty  s till d ressed  in  m y 
p a n ts , p u llo v e r an d  a rm y  boots. ( I ’d  
on ly  b een  ab le  to b rin g  a tin y  am o u n t 
of luggage on th e  p lane , an d  in any  
case d id n ’t h av e  tim e to go b a c k  to  
th e  a irp o r t an d  ch an g e). E v erybody  
w as m ost po lite  to  m e an d  I h ad  
e v e ry  dance— b u t still, you know  how  
you'd  fee l in  those  c ircu m stan ces .’̂
(Y es, I  know .)

F ro m  A thens, w h e re  
th e y  saw  th e  A cropolis 
a n d  th e  a m p h ith e a tre  
u sed  by  a n c ie n t G reek  
ac to rs, th ey  flew  to  the  
Is la n d  o f R h o d e s ,
' ‘w h e re  b ra n d y  is sold 
in  a ll th e  cafes fo r th e  
p rice  of te a ,” th e n  h ad  
to  s tay  tw o d ay s in  
C y p ru s b ecau se  of a 
ga le  th a t  a lm o st b lew  
th e  P ro c to r  off th e  
g round . “I t  w as la sh 
ed d o w n  a t  n ig h t,” 
sm iled  B ery l, “b u t a ll 
th e  sam e, w e h a d  ou r 
d oub ts  ab o u t seeing it 
n e x t  m o rn in g .”

T h e n  cam e a h o p  
o v e r th e  sea to  D am 
ascus in  S y ria , an o th e r 
one across a d e se rt 
co v ered  in  snow  —  a n  
am azing  e v e n t caused  
b y  an  e x tre m e ly  severe  
w in te r  —  a n d  a  s to p -
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over a t a R A F re fu e llin g  sta tion ; 
w here , to Ia n ’s qu ery  ab o u t sp are  
p a rts  for the  p lane, an oblig ing  a i r 
m an  said , “ Oh, yes, loads of them  
a ro u n d  here , you know . L ots of 
P ro c to rs  h av e  p ran g ed  in these parts. 
I t ’s a w o n d er to m e how  you  keep  
going.”

F ro m  th e re  to B asra , on  to  B a h 
re in , to  avoid  th e  long jo u rn ey  across 
th e  A ra b ia n  G ulf, an d  fin a lly , w arm  
In d ia  an d  th e  re lie f fo r B e ry l of 
chang ing  fro m  tro u se rs  in to  th e  lig h t 
co tton  d irn d ls  an d  san d a ls  sh e’d 
packed . A fte r  In d ia  (an d  a w o n d erfu l 
fo u r  d ay s spen t in  a  M a h a ra ja h ’s 
p a lace ) th ey  w en t on to  B u rm a— an d  
stayed  th e  n ig h t w ith in  ha lf a m ile 
of a w a r b e tw een  opposing tr ib e s 
m en. “W e could h e a r the  gun  f ire ,” 
said  B ery l, “and  th o u g h t any  m om ent 
w e’d be in th e  m idd le  of it. B ut 
luck ily , w e got ou t sa fe ly .”

N ex t stop  w as K u a la  L u m p u r, 
w h ere  the  th re e  slep t o v e rn ig h t on 
th e  floor of the  A ero  C lub; an d  the  
fo llow ing  day  a rr iv e d  in S ingapore.

I t  w as an ea.sy hop from  th e re  h> 
S o u rab ay a , and then  on to B atav ia  
a n d  B aii; in B ali they  stayed  a t a 
lu x u ry  ho tel, b o u g h t m ore souven irs 
and  set off n e x t m orn ing  for the  is 
lan d  of Sum ba.

Stormy Weather
“O n th e  w ay  th e re ,” rem em b ered  

B ery l, “w e rEtri in to  a te rr if ic  elec 
tr ic a l sto rm , an d  th e  boys w ere  a fra id  
w e ’d m iss th e  a irfie ld  th ro u g h  it. 
L uck ily  we m an ag ed  to com e dow n 
w ith  th e  P ro c to r  s till in  one piece, 
and  sp en t th a t n ig h t in  th e  v illage. 
B u t th e re  w as no p lan e  fu e l a v a il
ab le, so w e h ad  to All up  
w ith  ca r p e tro l, p lus th e  ga l- 
Ion o r so of fu e l w e h ad  left, : V
a n d  try  to tak e -o ff on t h a t  
A s you  see, w e m an ag ed  it .”

A ll th is  tim e, inc iden ta lly , 
th o u g h  th e  th re e  h ad  h a d  a 
few  a la rm in g  experiences, 
th e re  w ere  no serious m is 
h ap s  in  th e  a ir. O r on the  
g round . B u t in  T im or, d r iv 
ing ro u n d  b e a u ty  spo ts in  a 
jeep  h a n d le d  by  a  n e ig h 

b o rly  local, B e ry l w as b a d ly  b ru ise d  
w h en  th e  jeep  o v e rtu rn ed .

H ow ever, w ith  h e r hom e such  a  
little  w ay off she e n d u re d  th e  b ru ises, 
and  a lm ost five w eeks a f te r  th e y ’d 
le ft London, she, Ian , an d  H a iry  
a rr iv e d  a t D rysdale  M ission in  N o r
th e rn  A u stra lia . F ro m  th e re  th e  
P ro c to r  flew b u sily  on to  W yndham , 
to  D arw in , f in a lly  to D ubbo, I a n ’s 
hom e.

Journey's End
“ Ian  w an ted  to spend  som e tim e  

th e re , so I d id n ’t w a it fo r th e  P ro c to r  
to  b rin g  m e to S y d n ey ,” B ery l r e 
m ark ed . “I fin ished  th e  jo u rn e y  in  a 
m ost u n ro m an tic  fash io n  in  a tra in , 
and  ru sh ed  in  to say hello  to  th e  
fam ily  ju s t  five w eeks aft:ir I ’d set 
o u t from  C roydon A irp o rt. W e’d b een  
m et a t m ost a irp o rts  on th e  w a y  b y  
a batch  of p h o to g ra p h e rs -e v e r  rncQ 
leav ing  London, so it w as ra th e r  
w onderfu l to com e hom e q u ie tly .”

A nd th a t ju s t  ab o u t finishes th e  
sto ry  of the  so rt of tr ip  m ost peop le  
d ream  abou t, .single-engine p lane  or 
not. H arry  ha.<: now  gojie back  to h is  
course a t the  U n iversity , Ian  is hom e 
in D ubbo. and B eryl is w ork ing  ag a in  
as a s is te r a t L ithgow  H ospita l.

On the  o th e r hand , it m ay n o t b e  
the  end. B ecause w h en  I asked , 
“W ould you rea lly  do th e  w ho le  
th in g  again  if you had  th e  ch an ce?’' 
she an sw ered  so h e a rtily , “ I ce r
ta in ly  w ou ld  . . . ” I feel som ehow  
B ery l B onfield w ill m ake  the  chance 
fo r h e rse lf— and  con tinue  on th e  
tra v e ls  th a t h av e  b een  p ack ed  so 
tig h tly  w ith  color an d  ex c item en t.

m

Not a shiok, but Ian Brown In a turban. Harry Smith, a statu«, and Boryl—in Balk

SUTHERLAND SHIRE LIBRARIES 

LOCAL STUDIES COLLECTION

?ag© Twenty-ofii

i

t-

»•

f.

i
4

5
c

i I

I

,

t
>

i

t

i*i
i

\

i


